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Severe Weather Threat Thursday; Fire Danger This Afternoon and Thursday
Key Messages

● Scattered strong to severe storms are possible 
Thursday afternoon and evening, most likely over 
west-central Illinois into far eastern Iowa/northeast 
Missouri

● Large hail and some damaging wind gusts are the 
most likely threats, with a lesser threat for tornadoes

● Elevated fire danger today and Thursday

Next Scheduled Update
● By 4 AM Thursday

        What Has Changed

● Overall severe storm risk has increased, with an 
expansion of the Level 1 and 2 risks

● There is a new Level 3 risk for Bureau and Putnam 
counties

NEW

…

Timing

Severe Storm Risk and Elevated Fire Danger CWA SPC 
Outlook Maps

Day 1 (BIG) Day 2 (BIG)
Day 3 (BIG)

Other Alternative (SPC)
● NOTE: cities more difficult to see
● make sure to crop out branding 

(i.e. double NOAA logos)

Regional SPC Outlook Maps

Day 1 (BIG) Day 2 (BIG)
Day 3 (BIG) Alternative (SPC)
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Supplemental Cities for 
BIG Maps (optional)

Alternative (GraphiDSS)
-  Under “Database” dropdown “SPC”
-  Under Parameter dropdown  “CntvOutlooks”.
-  Can outline areas as a GraphiDSS alternative

Blank Maps

Icons Slide

XX-XX P.M.

***If sharing this graphic 
as a Wx Story, make 

sure to replace the 
“What Has Changed” 

and preferably the “Next 
Scheduled Update” 

sections***

Wind Advisory

High Wind Warning

High Wind Watch

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872486&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872492&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872454&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872459&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872462&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/region/CR/
#
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Actions
● Have multiple ways to receive warnings, especially if 

you will be asleep!

● When thunder roars, go indoors!

 

Severe Threat: 0 1 2 3 4 5

Severe Weather Timing, Threats, and Uncertainty CWA SPC 
Outlook Maps

Day 1 (BIG) Day 2 (BIG)
Day 3 (BIG)

Other Alternative (SPC)
● NOTE: cities more difficult to see
● make sure to crop out branding 

(i.e. double NOAA logos)

Regional SPC Outlook Maps

Day 1 (BIG) Day 2 (BIG)
Day 3 (BIG) Alternative (SPC)
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Supplemental Cities for 
BIG Maps (optional)

Alternative (GraphiDSS)
-  Under “Database” dropdown “SPC”
-  Under Parameter dropdown  “CntvOutlooks”.
-  Can outline areas as a GraphiDSS alternative

Blank Maps

Icons Slide

XX-XX P.M.

Timing

Speed Guide

>50 MPH:  Fast-Moving
25-50 MPH:  Average-Speed 

(or just give storm speed)
<25 MPH:  Slow-Moving

Damaging Hail 
Capable of denting cars and siding

Damaging Winds
Capable of downing tree limbs & fences

Soaking Downpours
May cause ponding on roads and parking lots

Torrential Rainfall
May flood roads, low-lying areas, fields, and 
basements, and cause rapid stream/creek rises 

Tornadoes

Small, Non-Damaging Hail

Frequent Lightning

Gusty Winds
May down branches

XXX Size Hail

    Timing & Uncertainty

● Timing: 3 PM to 11 PM Thursday 

○ A capping inversion, or layer of 
warm air aloft, could limit storm 
coverage early in the afternoon

● Any storms that form along a warm front will 
be capable of producing large hail up to 
the size of golfballs, along with the threat 
for a tornado or two.

● A damaging wind threat increases in the 
evening as storms grow into organized 
lines.

Threats

Large Hail

Damaging 
Winds

One or Two 
Tornadoes

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872486&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872492&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872454&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc2&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872459&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc3&height=642&x1=-9800029&x2=-10631664&y1=5430629&y2=4459573&spl=3&cdy=3&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872462&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/region/CR/
#
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2:45 PMThursday Severe Weather Threats 

Hail to the size of golfballs 
are possible

Main risk for tornadoes 
over central Illinois

Damaging wind threat appears 
more likely in the evening as 

storms grow into organized lines

Be Weather Aware!

Damaging Hail 
Capable of denting cars

Damaging Winds
Capable of downing limbs

CWA (SPC)
Make sure crop out branding (i.e. 
double NOAA logos)

Regional (SPC)

CWA SPC  
Outlook Maps (Crop)
Day 1 (BIG) - Category
Day 1 (BIG) Tornado Probability

Day 1 (BIG) Wind Probability

Day 1 (BIG) Hail Probability

DVN SPC Images

Movement

Tornadoes

Gusty Winds
May down small branches or move light objectsBrief Tornadoes

Destructive Winds (≥75 mph)
Capable of structural damage & downing trees

EF4/5

EF2/3

EF0/1

EF0
Landspouts

Damaging Winds
Capable of downing tree limbs and fences

Tornado-Like Wind Speeds!
Capable of causing widespread structural 
damage and downed trees and flying debris

Destructive Hail (≥2”/diameter)
Capable of causing extensive structure, window, 
and vehicle damage, and serious injuries.

2 to 4”+

1 to 1.75”

<1” Small, Non-Damaging Hail

Several Tornadoes 
Some may cause extensive damage!

Numerous Tornadoes
Some will cause widespread destruction!

Damaging Hail 
Capable of denting cars and siding

Hail to the size of XXChoose 
Size

STORM MOTION (MPH)

         To East- 
      Northeast

50

Tornadoes
One or two tornadoes possible

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/region/CR/
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spc1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872486&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spctor1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spcwind1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.php?type=spchail1&height=594&x1=-9911321&x2=-10336922&y1=5293653&y2=4833808&spl=3&cdy=4&ss=0&start=1&end=1&bb=0&cb=1&vtime=1&tribal=0&rfc=0&cwsu=0&canada=0&eclipse=0&leg=1&fs=22&fc=1&tmz=CST6CDT&width=550&state=1&county=1&hiway=0&hiway_us=0&city=1&cname=0&sname=0&sabbr=0&_=1749578872489&auto=1
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/partners/outlooks/cwa/DVN/
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What You Can Do to Help 
● Avoid using any equipment which could easily 

spark outdoors
● Avoid or delay outdoor burning; heed burn bans

● Do not carelessly discard cigarettes!

Timing
11 AM to 6 PM each day  

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Weather Forecast Office • Quad Cities IA/IL

Gusty Winds
Gusts up to 30 mph from the south through sunset today. 
Gusts to around 30 mph Thursday shifting from southwest 
to northeast

Increased Threat of Fire Spread
Any grass or brush fires that ignite may have the 
potential to quickly spread out of control!

March 25, 2026Through Sunset Today/Thursday 2:45 PM

Fire Safety 
Infographics

0 1 2 3 4Fire Danger Threat: 0 1 2 3 4

March 
25

March 
26

Elevated Fire Risk 

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wildfire_infographics
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wildfire_infographics
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Be Prepared and Weather Aware!

Severe Weather Planning and Fire Safety 

Safety 
Infographic
Copy a relevant graphic from the 

Warm Season Safety Infographics repository

Lightning Safety   |  Severe Weather Safety  |    Flooding Safety    

Warm Season 
Safety 

Infographics

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h97vPbaXI7iJFsqOL7JCK5Dsz23_O7RU72ypDSKYtw4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning
https://www.weather.gov/safety/thunderstorm
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h97vPbaXI7iJFsqOL7JCK5Dsz23_O7RU72ypDSKYtw4/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h97vPbaXI7iJFsqOL7JCK5Dsz23_O7RU72ypDSKYtw4/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h97vPbaXI7iJFsqOL7JCK5Dsz23_O7RU72ypDSKYtw4/

